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IMPACTS
Fatalities: 6

FEMA Registrations: 7,252

Rental Assistance: 1,350 

Households ‹ $10K Damage: 1,050

Mobile Homes Damaged: > 450

FEMA Grants: $22.7million

Financial Damage to Farms: > $20 M  

State Roads Closed: 146 

State Bridges Closed: 34  

Local Roads Damaged: 2,260 

Local Roads Closed: 175  

Local Bridges Closed: 90

Covered Bridges Damaged 12

Historic Buildings Damaged > 700





RECOVERY & RESILIENCE 



Community Recovery Partnership

EPA Smart Growth Implementation Assistance

ASK FOR GUIDANCE AND INPUT



What worked well?

What needs improvement?

What do you need for 
recovery efforts?



Lessons Learned

1. Don’t make assumptions

2. Preparation makes a 
difference

3. Communication is key

4. Partnerships are critical



EPA SGIA: STATE POLICY REVIEW

44 recommendations covering 
both interagency and agency-
specific policy options

Vermont State Agency Policy 

Options Disaster Recovery 

and Long-Term Resilience 

Planning in Vermont



Overall strategies to enhance 
flood resilience:
1. Conserve land and discourage 

development in river corridors

2. Protect people, buildings, and 
facilities in vulnerable settlements

3. Plan for and encourage new 
development in safer areas

EPA SGIA: LOCAL  POLICY REVIEW



Vermont Economic Resiliency Initiative (VERI)

State Policy and Program Updates

JUST DO IT



VERI

Investigating where risk, 
economic activity and 
associated infrastructure 
intersect and identifying 
ways to avoid, mitigate 
and reduce the risk.



VERI

STEP 1: Identify Risk Statewide

STEP 2: Identify Areas of Economic Activity and Associated       
Infrastructure Statewide

STEP 3: Identify 5 Communities 



STEP 1: Field Investigation



STEP 2: Local plan and policy review 



STEP 3: Gather Community Input



STEP 4: Map Local Economic Activity 



STEP 4: Overlay Hazard Areas



STEP 5: List Recommendations



1. Rivers to Roads training program

2. State floodplain rule in 
Development

3. Rule to regulate stream 
alteration and emergency stream 
work implemented

4. Statewide River Corridor map 
layer in development

5. Towns required to have resiliency 
element in plans

6. ERAF incentives in place

7. New Flood Ready website

WHAT VERMONT IS DOING…
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THANK YOU“At meeting after meeting I was moved 
by the strength of those who had lost 
their homes, livelihoods and, in some 
cases, entire communities. And at how 
grateful they were that we were there to 
listen and, yet reluctant to ask for help. It 
made me realize the importance of 
looking past that strength to see the true 
urgency of what survivors need. The state 
must be prepared to help, whenever they 
are ready to ask for it.”

- Jennifer Hollar, DHCD


